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GERMAN HISTORICAL PUBLICATIONS, 1914-1920 1 

It is not surprising that in Germany, as in most of the belligerent 
countries, historical productivity has been diminished by the war. 
Some historians, indeed, have continued their work, but many, no 
longer having the freedom of mind necessary for dealing with sub- 
jects remote from the preoccupations of the present, have turned 
their attention to subjects nearer at hand, or more related to the 
events of the time. As a result, fields of history which formerly 
were favorites with German writers — antiquity, for example, the 
Middle Ages, or the Renaissance- — have been neglected in favor of 
more recent periods or more immediate problems. Contemporary 
history has thus attracted special attention, with all its related ques- 
tions — the colonial question, that of imperialism, that of Mitteleuropa. 
Naturally, these works have not always been free from Tendenz. 
Professor Moriz Ritter explains it thus, in his recent book, Die 
Entwickelung der Geschichtswissenschaft : 

In the fateful hour upon which our people have entered, all their 
forces, not only the economic but even more those which are directed 
toward the ideal aims of humanity, should be joined if we wish to rise 
again to a higher existence. And for the intellectual work which goes 
on in the field of science, historical studies must always serve as guide. 

Ever since the second half of the nineteenth century the advance- 
ment of national education has always been the more or less avowed 
goal of German historians. But during the war, more than ever, 
historical forces have been mobilized toward political or national 
ends. I shall not review all the books produced, many of which 
lack scientific character, but shall confine myself to the most impor- 
tant and significant. Neither have I cared to discuss them in the 
order of their publication; I have thought it more convenient to 
group them according to periods and subjects treated. 

1 [During the years since the outbreak of war in 1914 our reviewing of im- 
portant German historical works has inevitably fallen into arrears, and even now 
not all such books are procurable for the purpose. Seeking the best means of 
placing our readers more au courant of this literature, we have been so fortunate 
as to obtain the following survey (in which, however, books on the origin and 
history of the Great War are not included) from the competent hands of Pro- 
fessor Antoine Guilland, professor of history in the ficole Polytechnique Federate 
at Zurich. His book entitled, in its English translation, Modern Germany and 
her Historians, has been made known to the readers of this journal by review in 
a previous volume, XXII. I5i-i53- Ed.] 

(640) 
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In the field of ancient history, the first which presents itself is the 
Geschichte des Volkes Israel 2 by Professor Rudolf Kittel. This is 
not precisely a recent work. Its first edition, which appeared from 
1888 to 1892, bore the title Geschichte der Hebrder, but the author 
has since then so thoroughly revised his work, utilizing new dis- 
coveries, that one may say he has almost written a new book. Hardly 
a page, he says, has remained unchanged. 

Professor Kittel's book is a political history, but it is also a his- 
tory of civilization. " If one excludes the cultural life of Israel ", 
he says, " its history reduces itself to a mere history of wars ". 
Naturally he gives chief prominence to that which constitutes the 
greatness of Israel for the world — religion. " In this respect ", he 
says, " humanity owes more to Judaea than to Greece and to Rome ". 
He studies also what Israel owes to her Asiatic neighbors and even 
to the Occident, apprehending Jewish history from the point of view 
of universal history. " Whoever wishes ", he says, " to have an idea 
of the development, internal and external, of the Hebrew people, 
must place their history in the stream of world-history ". The work 
of Professor Kittel is not only a book of solid erudition ; it is also a 
book of general ideas and suggestive insight. 

In the same field, Professor Bertholet has published a Kultur- 
geschichte Israels. 3 Leaving political history at one side, he has 
applied himself solely to giving a picture of Judaic civilization. He 
exhibits by concrete facts the family life of the Hebrews, the fur- 
nishing of their houses, the occupations they followed, their social, 
political, and intellectual life, their art, and their literature. This 
picture of Hebrew life, which rests on a profound knowledge of the 
sacred books, of archaeological discoveries, and of recent excava- 
tions, is extraordinarily vivid. Dr. Bertholet's book is at once profit- 
able and engaging. 

A history of antiquity conceived in an entirely different spirit 
forms the first part of a W elt geschichte* undertaken by Professor 
Ludo Moritz Hartmann with several collaborators. These his- 

2 Rudolf Kittel, Geschichte des Volkes Israel : Paldstina in der Urseit, das 
Werden des Volkes, Quellenkunde und Geschichte der Zeit bis sum Tode Josuas; 
Das Volk in Kanaan, Quellenkunde und Geschichte der Zeit bis sum Babylonischen 
Exit, third ed., much revised and enlarged (Gotha, Perthes, 19.17). 

3 Alfred Bertholet, Kulturgeschichte Israels (Gottingen, Vandenhoeck und 
Ruprecht, 1920). 

* W eltgeschichte : Einleitung und Geschichte des Alten Orients, von E. Hans- 
lik, E. Kohn, und E. G. Klauber; Griechische Geschichte, von Ettore Ciccotti; 
Romische Geschichte, von L. M. Hartmann und J. Kromayer (Gotha, Perthes, 
1919). 
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torians are less concerned with the exposition of facts than with the 
determination of great historic currents ; they take more account of 
social and economic than of political life. Their work is a sort of 
panoramic view of the history of humanity taken at its decisive 
moments. Such works tend necessarily to superficiality, if they are 
not edited by specialists thoroughly masters of their subjects. Dr. 
Hartmann has chosen his collaborators well: for prehistoric times 
and the history of the ancient Orient, he has called upon scholars of 
the first order, Professors Hanslik, Kohn, and Klauber. For Greek 
history he could not find a historian of more competent knowledge 
than Professor Ciccotti. He himself has treated Roman history 
from the earliest times to the union of the city with Italy. Next 
Professor Kromayer has studied the history of the end of -the Re- 
public, and the Empire to Diocletian. Hartmann takes up the end 
of the Empire, Roman decadence to the beginning of the Middle 
Ages, the barbarian invasions, the foundation of the Byzantine Em- 
pire and the Mussulman conquest. 

With Caesars Monarchie und das Prinsipat des Pompejus, 6 Pro- 
fessor Eduard Meyer leads us again into purely political history. 
It is a book of most excellent workmanship and without doubt the 
most important German historical work published during the war. 
Its origin was not entirely unaffected by the preoccupations of the 
moment. Professor Meyer tells us that he found it impossible at 
the end of 1914 to continue his Geschichte des Alterthums, of which 
he was beginning the sixth volume. He felt an inexorable necessity 
of occupying himself with an historical question more related, he 
says, "to the furious (tobend) struggle for its existence which 
the German nation was sustaining". He turned his attention to 
the troubled period of Roman history which led to the fall of the 
Republic and the establishment of the Empire. Here he encountered 
a redoubtable rival, Mommsen ; but this was far from checking him. 
Mommsen's partiality is well known. He transfers to Rome the 
hatreds of a liberal of 1848, against the Roman aristocrats whom he 
confounds with the Junkers and against the plebeians whom he iden- 
tifies with the radical democrats of Germany. Professor Meyer 
brings no partizanship into the elucidation of this great political 
problem. Without anger and without hate, he has but one aim — to 
see clearly and speak the truth. His picture, if it has not the bril- 
liance of Mommsen's, is more exact ; his portraits, shaded with infi- 
nite precision, are speaking likenesses. Far from seeing in Caesar 

s Eduard Meyer, Caesars Monarchie und das Prinsipat des Pompejus : Innere 
Geschichte Roms von 66 bis 44 v. Chr. (Stuttgart, Cotta, 1918). 
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a sort of god, a " savior of society ", he shows everywhere the man 
of ambition, without scruple, who, more adroit than his rival 
Pompey, more intelligent and stronger, finally triumphs over him. 
Dr. Meyer, furthermore, does not, like Mommsen, see in the struggle 
of the two men merely a struggle between two candidates, but a 
contest of ideas. Pompey himself is nearer the truth, that is to say, 
more in accordance with the Roman tradition, and it is his system 
which triumphs when, after the assassination of Caesar, Augustus 
comes into power. " The principate of Augustus ", he says, " is 
only the realization of the policy of Pompey." 

Such is the fundamental idea of Professor Meyer's narrative. It 
must be read to appreciate with what learning, what a wealth of 
cogent -arguments, the idea is sustained. I know no picture of 
Roman life during this capital crisis which equals that which he has 
drawn. Rehabilitating Cicero, whom Mommsen makes a prating 
coward, he shows him as, in spite of his failings, the most veracious 
witness of his time. The work is written with warmth ; behind the 
scholar one discerns an artist and a writer. 

Continuing the work which he undertook in the collection 
Geschichte der Europaischen Staaten, Professor Ludo M. Hart- 
mann brings out a new volume of his Geschichte Italiens im Mittel- 
alter," treating of the rule of the Ottos. The work is remarkable 
for its rich documentation, the skillful grouping of the material, and 
the clear and exact narrative. Following his natural tendency, Dr. 
Hartmann gives more importance to economic and social than to 
political life. He takes up, nevertheless, the political problem which 
has occupied the majority of the German historians who have 
touched upon this history, the question, that is, whether domination 
in Italy was profitable to the Empire. Nationalist historians, Sybel, 
von Below, 7 answer the question in the negative. Hartmann, judg- 
ing from the higher standpoint of civilization, finds that this pene- 
tration of the rude, barbarous German mind by the fine and highly 
cultured Italian spirit could not fail to have favorable effects. 

The history of Serbia, which has been written in German several 
times (Engel in 1807 and Ranke in 1829), is the subject of a new 
work appearing in the same collection. 8 Its author, Professor Con- 
stantine Jirecek, published in 191 1 the first volume, which ends at 

« L. M. Hartmann, Geschichte Italiens im Mittelalter, Band IV., i Halfte, 
Die Ottonische Herrschaft (Gotha, Perthes, 1915). 

1 G. von Below has touched upon the question in Der Deutsche Staat des 
Mittelalters (1914), reviewed in American Historical Review, XX. 137. 

8 C. Jirecek, Geschichte der Serben (Gotha, Perthes, 2 vols., 191 1, 19 18). 
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1 37 1, the year in which the Serbs fought at the Maritza their first 
battle against the Turks. The second volume, which appeared in 
1918, treats of the history of Serbia from 1371 to 1537. In this 
work we at last possess a history of Serbia written from the sources 
and according to good methods of historical criticism. The author 
was a Slavist of note who resided for a long time in Balkan coun- 
tries and knew thoroughly the peoples who inhabit them. Drawing 
inspiration from Ranke, he has wished simply " to recount things as 
they really were". His sober narrative is at once a political his- 
tory of the Serbs and a history of their civilization, for a large place 
is given to the social, economic, religious, intellectual, literary, and 
artistic life of the people. This history leaves but one regret — that 
Professor Jirecek died before finishing it. We must hope that 
some student of this learned professor of the University of Vienna 
will continue the work of his teacher, inspired by the same spirit. 

In the same collection Dr. E. Zivier, resuming after a rather long 
interruption the History of Poland begun by Richard Roepell in 
1840 and continued since 1888 by Jacob Caro, gives us a first volume 
of a Neuere Geschichte Polens 9 relating the history of Poland under 
the last two Jagiellos. After having experienced under the first 
Jagiello a period of prosperity before unknown, Poland, which had 
become one of the great states of Europe, loses her power little by 
little, from the beginning of the sixteenth century. Her frontiers 
threatened, a prey to internal dissensions and religious quarrels, she 
loses the ascendancy which she had acquired. Such is the subject- 
matter of Dr. Zivier's narrative, which would have been improved 
by some condensation. Eight hundred pages devoted to the history of 
sixty-six years is a little excessive. The author does not sufficiently 
distinguish between essential facts and lesser ones. He seems to 
have been overwhelmed by the documents he has discovered in the 
archives. He has made the mistake of giving all ; a selection would 
have been better. His work is none the less important, for it makes 
known a period of Polish history little explored by scholars. The 
best part is that which treats of the Reformation in Poland. 

The field of Professor Friedrich von Bezold, of the University 
of Bonn, is, as is well known, the period of the Renaissance and the 
Reformation. Humanist as well as historian, interested in literature 
and art as well as in history, he has written several essays, first pub- 
lished in the reviews, especially the Historische Zeitschrift, and these 
he has now brought together in a volume under the title Aus Mittel- 

9 E. Zivier, Neuere Geschichte Polens, vol. I., Die Zwei Letzten Jagellonen, 
1506-1572 (Gotha, Perthes, 1915)- 
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alter und Renaissance. 10 The most diverse subjects are here treated, 
for example: the Poor and German Literature at the end of the 
Middle Ages; the Humanist Conrad Celtes; the Astrological Con- 
struction of History in the Middle Ages; On the Beginnings of 
Autobiography ; Bodin considered as Occultist and his Demonomanie ; 
and many others. By his naturalness, his good-nature, and his pene- 
tration, Professor von Bezold often recalls Jacob Burckhardt, whose 
taste for the history of civilization he shares. 

The four-hundredth anniversary of the Reformation has given 
rise in Germany and in German Switzerland to a great number of 
works, some of which have value. I will only mention the volume 
of Professor G. von Below, Die Ursachen der Reformation (1917), 
since it has already been reviewed in this journal. 11 Important also 
is the work of Gustav Wolf, Quellenkunde der Deutschen Reforma- 
tionsgeschichte, 12 the first extensive book on the sources for the his- 
tory of the German Reformation. He has studied the movement 
itself, almost exclusively, leaving aside or treating summarily the 
related questions such as that of the sects of Anabaptists, etc. He 
has neglected also the polemics of Luther's Catholic adversaries, or 
at least only mentions them when the Reformation is directly con- 
cerned. In his first volume, devoted to the Vorre formation and to 
the general history of the reform, he discusses the councils, mysti- 
cism, Wycliffe, Huss, humanism, and the acts and documents relative 
to the German Reformation. In his second volume he studies 
Protestant religious life, and devotes a chapter to each of the great 
reformers, Luther, Melanchthon, Zwingli, and Calvin. Some errors 
and omissions are discoverable, inevitably in a work of such dimen- 
sions. On the other hand, praise is due to the author's patience and 
self-denial. He has rendered an immense service to all who hence- 
forth shall occupy themselves with the history of the Reformation 
in general. 

The work of Reimann, Deutsche Geschichte der Reformation, 
1500 bis 1648 13 is a good popular book which has the merit of 
grouping and co-ordinating the new researches and placing the re- 
sults within the grasp of the general public. 

Of an entirely different value is the great work of Professor 

10 F. von Bezold, Aus MittelaJter und Renaissance : Kulturgeschichtliche Stu- 
dien (Munich and Berlin, R. Oldenbourg, 1918). 

11 Am. Hist. Rev., XXIV. 468. 

12 Band I., V orre formation und Allgemeine Reformationsgeschichte; Band 
II., Teil 1, Kirchliche Reformationsgeschichte (Gotha, Perthes, 1915, 1916). 

J 3 Berlin, G. Reimer, 19 17. 
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Otto Scheel, Martin Luther. 1 * It is not a complete history of the 
reformer ; up to the present time, at least, the learned professor of 
the University of Tubingen has recounted the life of Luther only to 
his leaving the monastery and breaking with the Church. How 
many obscurities this period, disfigured by legend, still presents, is 
well known. Dr. Scheel does not claim to have solved all the prob- 
lems, but at least he disposes of many calumnies diffused by Catholic 
historians. His work, at once critical and narrative, exhibits for 
the first time in a scientific manner the history of Luther's child- 
hood and youth, of his studies and his novitiate, of his sojourn in 
the monastery and his journey to Rome. Utilizing the researches of 
the Catholic historians — Janssen, Denifle, Grisar— too much neglected 
by Protestant writers, Professor Scheel studies the relations of 
Luther's faith with the Catholicism of the end of the Middle Ages. 
A strong desire to be impartial animates the work. We shall be 
delighted to see the continuation which the historian promises. 

On the occasion of the Zwingli celebration in 1919 the German- 
Swiss Reformed churches published several works, one of which, 
at least, deserves to be mentioned, a folio volume, Ulrich Zwingli, 
put forth by the canton and city of Zurich, with the co-operation of 
the university, the archives, the central library, and several learned 
societies, and richly illustrated ; but it has already been reviewed in 
this journal. 15 Attention has also been called in these pages to the 
able and original work lately published by another Swiss historian, 
Professor Eduard Fueter, on general European politics at the be- 
ginning of the modern period. 16 

From the sixteenth century we are obliged to skip abruptly to the 
beginning of the nineteenth century. For, except for the volumes 
of Eugen Guglia on Maria Theresia (1917), which have been spoken 
of in these pages, 17 no important work has appeared on the seven- 
teenth or eighteenth century. On the Napoleonic epoch Therese 
Ebbinghaus produces a rather interesting contribution in her study 
Napoleon, England, und die Presse, i8oo-i8o3. is Up to the present, 
historians who have paid any attention to the press under Napoleon 

i-* O. Scheel, Martin Lather, von Katholisismus stir Reformation, Band I., 
Auf der Schule und Universitat; Band II., Im Kloster (Tubingen, J. C. B. Mohr, 
1916, 1917). 

15 Ulrich Zwingli: Zum Gedachtnis der Ziircher Reformation, 1519-1910 
(Zurich, Berichthaus, 1919). See p. 316, above. 

16 Eduard Fueter, Geschichte des Buropaischen Staatensystems von 1492-1559 
(Zurich, Munich, and Berlin, R. Oldenbourg, 1919). See p. 709, below. 

17 Am. Hist. Rev., XXIV. 674. 

is Munich and Berlin, R. Oldenbourg, 1914. 
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have seen especially the negative side, the censorship. Madame 
Ebbinghaus studies the positive side, setting forth the use which 
Napoleon knew how to make of the press, often inspiring it in the 
interest of his policy. The press so inspired played an important 
part during the years between the signing and the breaking of the 
peace of Amiens. Her work, based upon documents in the archives 
and on the reading of all the newspapers of the period, comes to this 
conclusion : " When one considers the French press throughout this 
crisis, one comes to agree with those who see in Napoleon not the 
aggressor but the attacked." 

Another work on the Napoleonic period, H. Ulmann's Geschichte 
der Befreiungskriege, 19 has already been reviewed in this journal. 

Other anniversaries have been the occasion of important publi- 
cations. Thus, the annexation of the Rhine provinces to Prussia 
has given rise to no less than three works : Die Rheinprovinz, 181 5- 
191 5; Preussen und Rheinland von 1815 bis 191 5; Die Stadt Coin 
im Ersten Jahrhundert unter Preussischer Herrschaft. 2 " The first, 
published under the direction of Joseph Hansen, brings together a 
number of collaborators, Rhenish historians, each of whom has 
treated a particular subject — politics, administration, economic life, 
schools, religion, art, and literature. The second, a briefer work, 
by Dr. Hansen himself, is of a more popular character, and seeks to 
prove that "union with Prussia has been for the greater material, 
intellectual, and moral good of the country ". Such is also the in- 
tention of the city of Cologne in the large work which it has pub- 
lished. At the beginning of the Prussian domination it seemed that 
the city might have lost its importance, since the supreme tribunal 
of the Rhenish province had been removed to Coblenz, since Diissel- 
dorf had become the seat of. the provincial Landtag, and since the 
old university had been transferred to Bonn. But from 1840 on, 
under the spur of the economic development of Germany, the posi- 
tion of primacy returned to the former Hanse town of the Middle 
Ages ; its commerce and its industry have made it one of the greatest 
cities of Germany. Here also was found the centre of the Rhenish 

19 H. Ulmann, Geschichte der Befreiungskriege (2 vols., 1914). See Am. 
Hist. Rev., XX. 853, XXI. 148. 

20 Die Rheinprovinz, 1815-1915 : Hundert Jahre Preussischer Herrschaft am 
Rhein (2 vols., Bonn, Marcus und Weber, 1917). Preussen und Rheinland von 
1815 bis 191 5: Hundert Jahre Politischen Lebens am Rhein (Bonn, Marcus und 
Weber, 1918). Die Stadt Coin im Ersten Jahrhundert unter Preussischer Herr- 
schaft, 1815-1915, herausgegeben von der Stadt Coin (2 vols., Coin, Neubner, 
1915, 1916). 
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liberalism of 1848, of which Hansemann, Camphausen, and Meris- 
sen were the chiefs. 

Memories of the revolution of 1848 revived by the German revo- 
lution of 1918 have been evoked by Professor Veit Valentin in a 
volume on Die Erste Deutsche Nationalversammlung. 21 That con- 
gress, " too much neglected up to the present by the historians ", says 
Professor Valentin, nevertheless deserves study, for it laid the foun- 
dation of all German constitutional life. Discredited by Prussian 
national historians, it was none the less "rich in intelligence", 
avowedly inspired by the liberal ideas of France, of England, and of 
America. The author presents the work of the assembly and draws 
the portraits of its best-known members. His book rests upon a 
profound knowledge of the subject, and is one of the good historical 
works of recent years. 

A question much discussed at that time was that of Mitteleuropa, 
not in the sense in which Friedrich Naumann used the term — a great 
political empire in the centre of Europe — but in the sense of a con- 
federation of peoples based on the principle of free trade. One of 
the protagonists of that idea was Baron Bruck, minister of the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire, of whom the Austrian historian Richard 
Charmatz has just recounted the life and achievements, using im- 
portant documents found in the Austrian archives. 22 Rising from 
very modest circumstances, this Rhenish Prussian who entered the 
service of Austria mounted to the highest positions of state. He 
founded the Austrian Lloyd and promoted all the economic reforms 
which contributed to the prosperity of the Austro-Hungarian Empire 
in the middle of the nineteenth century. Seeing the greatness of a 
country only in its peaceful industry, he disapproved of the war of 
1859, yet fell a victim to it, for, being at that time head of the em- 
pire's administration, he was held responsible for the defeat; the 
emperor demanded his resignation, and von Bruck in despair took 
his own life. Dr. Charmatz rehabilitates this worthy man, a con- 
vinced philanthropist and advocate of free trade. 

German political life since 1859 has been the subject of several 
works. Dr. Hermann Wendorf has studied the origin of the Cath- 
olic party of the Centre, 23 seeking to relieve that party of the reproach 

21 Veit Valentin, Die Erste Deutsche Nationalversammlung: eine Geschicht- 
liche Studie uber die Frankfurter Paulskirche (Munich and Berlin, R. Olden- 
bourg, 1918). 

22 R. Charmatz, Minister Freiherr von Bruck, der Vorkampfer Mitteleuropas : 
sein Lebensgang und seine Denkschriften (Leipzig, S. Hirzel, 1916). 

23 H. Wendorf, Die Fraktion des Zentrums im Preussischen Abgeordneten- 
haus, 1859-1867 (Leipzig, Quelle und Meyer, 1916). 
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of having held " particularist tendencies or even of having been hos- 
tile to Prussia ". What may be conceded to Dr. Wendorf is that the 
Rhenish Catholics, who had tasted liberty under French domination, 
were for the most part more liberal than the majority of Prussian 
liberals, who after the victories of 1864 and 1866 became admirers 
of Bismarck's policies. 

Two works devoted to this evolution of the German Liberal party 
are Otto Westphal's Welt- und Staatsauffassung des Deutschen 
Liberalismus and Hildegard Katsch's Heinrich von Treitschke und 
die Preussisch-Deutsche Frage von i86o-i866. 2i Herr Westphal is 
concerned particularly with the role played in this evolution by the 
Preussische Jahrbucher, which at first, with Freytag's Grenzboten, 
was the organ of the German liberals. After 1864 this review ceased 
to combat Bismarck's policy and during the summer of 1866, when 
Treitschke became its director, it became frankly reactionary. 

Treitschke played the principal part in this transformation of 
the party, and from this point of view the last volume of his corre- 
spondence, which appeared in two parts in 1917 and 1920, 25 is an 
important historic document. In 1866, as is well known, the his- 
torian was a professor in the University of Freiburg-im-Breisgau. 
As soon as war was declared he took refuge at Berlin, where he 
became the director of the Preussische Jahrbilcher. The war ended, 
Bismarck would have liked to attach him to his service, but 
Treitschke, wishing to preserve his independence, refused. Pro- 
fessor at Kiel, then at Heidelberg, then at Berlin, he was also a 
deputy to the Reichstag, where at first he defended the National- 
Liberal policies; then, turning away from his former friends, he 
enrolled himself in the Conservative ranks. His correspondence 
gives us interesting information on the political life of the time. 
He at first welcomed the accession of William II., but when the 
young sovereign broke with Bismarck, he became an enemy of the 
"new course". He expected no good to come of "this feverish 
ardor " and often uttered prophetic warnings. In 1895 he writes in 
one of his letters : " For the immediate future, I can only hope for 
peace ; for, since every war is political, I do not see how such a gov- 
ernment could ever be victorious (sollte jemals siegen)." 26 The 
older he grew the more pessimistic Treitschke became ; he was sad- 
dened by the thought that his days were numbered and that yet he 
had " so many more things to say to the Germans ". 

24 Both volumes published by R. Oldenbourg, Munich, 1919. 

25 Heinrich von Treitschkes Brief 'e, herausgegeben von Max Cornicelius, 
Band III., 1866-1896 (Leipzig, S. Hirzel, 1920). 

™Ibid., III. 638-639. 
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The history of the formation of the German Empire, which 
Treitschke had intended to write " in a short volume ", to crown his 
Deutsche Geschichte im Neunzehnten Jahrhundert, has been re- 
counted concisely by Erich Brandenburg in his work, Die Reichs- 
grundung, 21 written before the war but not published . until 1916. 
Erich Brandenburg is not a philosophical historian ; he contents him- 
self with telling the facts, and his narrative is always sober, I should 
even say a little too bald. There are no portraits nor pictures, no 
reflections that reveal imagination ; his book is a dry exposition of a 
situation logically unfolding. Thus the best portions of this his- 
tory are not those which demand psychological insight, but those in 
which political questions are discussed, for example the relations 
between Bismarck and Napoleon III., the origins of the war of 1866, 
the candidacy of the Hohenzollern prince for the throne of Spain. 
On the other hand, Brandenburg has failed completely in his expo- 
sition of the sentiments of the liberals of 1848. What a cold pic- 
ture he has given us ! One regrets while reading it that Treitschke 
was not able to write the sixth volume of his Deutsche Geschichte, 
in which he intended to tell the story of that revolution. What 
color and life he would have given it ! 

Erich Marcks, who has just written a new biography of Bis- 
marck, 28 is a better psychologist than Erich Brandenburg. It is a 
brief study which he felt compelled to write before continuing the 
larger work which he had begun on the same subject, the first vol- 
ume of which appeared in 1909. He states his aim in these words : 
" I have desired to acquaint Germans now struggling for their exist- 
ence with the deeds of a great German whose heroic figure embodies 
strength and confidence, courage and faith." He says too that the 
work was written " almost without books ", and very rapidly. This 
circumstance, which to any one else would have been a disadvantage, 
has on the contrary helped Professor Marcks. Such a master of 
his subj ect is he, that he can treat it with the greatest facility. I should 
even say that, unembarrassed by the weight of too much erudition 
and dealing directly with essentials, he has written a masterpiece. 
At all events I do not hesitate to say that, to my mind, Otto von 
Bismarck is his best work. 

With Bismarck we come to the great political problems of our 
own time, which have been abundantly dealt with during the war: 

27 E. Brandenburg, Die Reichsgriindung (2 vols., Leipzig, Quelle und Meyer, 
1916). 

28 E. Marcks, Otto von Bismarck: ein Lebensbild (Stuttgart, Cotta, 1918). 
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the problem of nationality, the problem of Mitteleuropa, the colonial 
problem, the problem of imperialism. 

At the time of Italy's entrance into the war Ludo M. Hartmann 
wrote a little book, Hundert Jahre Italienischer Geschichte, 29 which 
is a clear and lively exposition of the making of united Italy. Pro- 
fessor Hartmann, who has devoted his life to the study of the his- 
tory of the Italian people, has evidently suffered at seeing that people 
join with the enemies of Germany. But he utters no recrimina- 
tions. He gives to his work the motto : " Ich lasse dich nicht, Du 
segnest mich doch." 30 And indeed he shows, throughout, as much 
sympathy for the Italian people as objectivity in his account of their 
struggles for national autonomy. 

Feeling of the same sort inspires the work of W. Feldman, 
Geschichte der Politischen Ideen in Polen seit dessen Teilungen, 
I 795~ I 9 I 4- S1 The author, a native of Poland, for some time during 
the war directed the Polish press bureau in Berlin. Thoroughly 
versed in his country's history, he undertook, at the time when Polish 
independence was recognized by the Central Powers, to explain to 
the German-speaking public the history of the aspirations of his 
people toward liberty and national independence. Although written 
under the influence of present realities, his well-documented book 
is a work of serious value, which sets forth for the first time the 
whole of the Polish problem as it stood during the nineteenth and at 
the beginning of the twentieth century. 

The Ukrainian and Egyptian problems have been treated in two 
works, the first by Professor Hruschewskij (Grushevski), Geschichte 
der Ukraine (1916), the other by Adolf Hasenclever, Geschichte 
Aegyptens im Neunzehnten Jahrhundert (1917) ; but as these books 
have been reviewed in this journal, 32 I shall content myself with 
mentioning them. 

Neither shall I speak of the famous book of Friedrich Naumann, 
Mitteleuropa (1916), which is not at all the work of an historian; 
but as the ideas there expressed have been the subject of discussion 
by true historians, I shall say a few words about the book by Pro- 
fessor Hermann Oncken, Das Alte und das Neue Mitteleuropa, 33 

28 L. M. Hartmann, Hundert Jahre Italienischer Geschichte : die Grundlagen 
des Modernen Italiens, 1815 bis 1915 (Munich, G. Muller, 1916). 

80 [" I will not let thee go, except thou bless me." Genesis xxxii. 26. Ed.] 

si Munich and Berlin, R. Oldenbourg, 19 17. 

82 Am. Hist. Rev., XXIV. 666, XXV. 114. 

33 Sub-title : Historisch-politische Betrachtungen iiber Deutsche Bundnispoli- 
tik im Zeitalter Bismarcks und im Zeitalter des Weltkrieges (Gotha, Perthes, 
1917). 
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which deserves some attention. A realist of Bismarck's school, 
Oncken criticizes with penetration Naumann's " work of political 
mysticism ", declaring his programme to be one of " impracticable 
and undesirable centralization". Oncken believes that the time of 
great centralized empires is ended and that we are advancing rather 
to the idea of the federation of states. " One thing is certain ", he 
says, " that things will never go back to the condition in which they 
were before the war." He remarks also that the Prussian state 
lacked flexibility in its treatment of alien populations incorporated 
into the empire, or attached to it — Poles, Alsatians, Danes. " Force 
is good ", he says, " in its place ; but justice must not be forgotten." 
It is interesting also to find Oncken undertaking the defense of 
small nationalities and recognizing that the Pan-Germanists " did an 
irreparable wrong to Germany by flaunting the spectre of world- 
hegemony ". 

On the colonial problem the work of Professor Veit Valentin, 
Kolonialgeschichte der Neuzeit, Si may be cited, a good resume of 
all the colonial enterprises of modern peoples, written for the pur- 
pose of orienting his compatriots with respect to " a subject too 
much neglected in Germany ". The work is a comparative study of 
what each nation has done in the field of colonization; Professor 
Valentin seeks to show that the German nation has something to 
learn from each, especially from the English, whose experience 
seems to him decisive. 

It is England again which Professor Felix Salomon proposes as 
an example to his people in his book, Der Britische Imperialismus. as 
After showing that the word imperialism, first coming into use after 
1878 to designate a movement toward outward expansion, is closely 
connected with colonial policy, he gives the history of the most im- 
portant of such movements — British imperialism. He says that, 
though writing in the midst of the war, he was able "to stifle his 
patriotic feeling and speak of the subject without anger ". " I have 
no wish ", he adds, " but to further the political culture of the Ger- 
man people." His discussion is in fact objective, and is besides well 
done. " I have wished ", he says, " to write a book which shall be 
read rather than studied." 

There is no chapter of English colonial history in respect to 

34 Veit Valentin, Kolonialgeschichte der Neuseit: ein Abriss (Tubingen, J. C. 
B. Mohr, 1915). 

35 F. Salomon, Der Britische Imperialisms : ein Geschichtlicher Ueberblick 
Uber den Wendegang des Britischen Reiches vom Mittelalter bis zur Gegenwart 
(Leipzig, Teubner, 1916). 
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which Germans have entertained more prejudices than in the case 
of India. It is to combat these prejudices that Professor Sten 
Konow 'has written Indien unter der Englischen Herrschaft. m 
After describing the country and the people, explaining the condi- 
tions existing when the Europeans came, and sketching briefly the 
first attempts at colonization by the Portuguese, the French, and the 
Dutch, he studies searchingly the admirable work of the English, 
who succeeded best in adapting themselves practically to the customs 
of the country and the minds of the inhabitants. Reviewing their 
accomplishments in administration, finance, transportation, agricul- 
ture, industry, commerce, intellectual and moral improvement, he 
refutes the assertion that British power in India rests on frail foun- 
dations. The majority of the Hindus are happy under English rule, 
and these splendid results, Professor Konow adds, are due less " to 
armed force or even to the economic prosperity of the country, than 
to the admirable activities of the government and to the devotion 
with which the officials perform their duties ". 

Among the innumerable historical lectures, pamphlets, and essays 
which have appeared in Germany during the war, several may be 
mentioned which have survived the occasion that called them forth. 
One such is the pamphlet of Professor Eduard Meyer, Das Britische 
Weltreich, 37 a good exposition of the historical development of Brit- 
ish power. Another is the short study of Professor Georg von 
Below, Deutschland und die Hohenzollern, 38 which is beyond doubt 
an apology for the Prussian ruling family but which sums up their 
work well. In the collection of Vorlesungen der Gehestiftung in 
Dresden, I note three monographs which deserve to be signalized : 
the very fine piece of work by Professor Fritz Fleiner entitled Die 
Staatsauffassung der Franzosen 39 and two essays on English politics, 
one by Ernst Schultze, Die Politische Bildung in England, the other 
by Professor Julius Hatschek, Die Staatsauffassung der Englander. 40 
Volumes of collected essays have been relatively numerous. I 
mention in passing those of Professor Alfred Stern, Reden, Vortrage 
und Abhandlungen (1914), and those of Professor Hermann 
Oncken, Historisch-Politische Aufsdtze und Reden (1914), which 
have been reviewed in these pages. 41 Another volume which ap- 
se Tubingen, J. C. B. Mohr, 1915. 

37 Berlin, Heymann, 1918. 

38 Leipzig, S. Hirzel, 1915. 

39 Leipzig, Teubner, 191 5. 
<o Ibid., 1914, 1917. 
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peared later is the Historische Aufsatze of Professor Heinrich 
Friedjung, 42 dealing especially with Austrian history. These essays, 
for the most part written before the war, have not been influenced 
by events. In his preface however, dated March, 1919, the author 
discusses the question of the future of the Hapsburg monarchy. 
" A state is not incapable of living because it has been vanquished." 
He believes in the possibility of resurrection, not of the former 
Austro-Hungarian monarchy, but of a Danubian Confederation, 
bound together by economic interests. He indicates also the tasks 
awaiting the Austrian historians of to-morrow (preface, p. xv). 

Professor Friedrich Meinecke also has a volume of collected 
essays written in recent years on Prussia and Germany in the nine- 
teenth and twentieth centuries. 43 It contains studies of the period 
of the Wars of Liberation, of the reign of Frederick William IV. 
and the rise of Bismarck, of several German historians, among oth- 
ers Ranke, Treitschke, and Dove, and considerations of several 
questions relative to the war (Kultur, Machtpolitik, Militarismus 
und die Deutsche Freiheit). Meinecke, who is a moderate spirit, 
more akin to Ranke than to Treitschke, 44 recognizes that in the 
national movement, prepared by the patriots of 1813, strengthened 
by the liberals of 1848, and realized in the Prussian state with the 
co-operation of cultivated Germans, errors were committed. Even 
before the defeat of 1917, he wrote in his preface: "After the war 
we shall have to submit all the steps of that movement to the tribunal 
of the national conscience (eine nationale Selbstpriifung)." 

This self-examination Professor Meinecke undertakes in a little 
book written after the war and entitled Nach der Revolution.* 6 The 
chapters are as follows : the Eve of the Revolution, the Causes of the 
German Revolution, the National Idea in Old and New Germany, 
Parallels of our Situation from World History, a Conversation in 
the Autumn of 1919. With " the historical love for all that is alive ", 
Professor Meinecke does not give himself up to sterile regrets; he 
examines calmly what is past. The essential thing, to him, is "to 
derive the lesson from events". "A misfortune understood", he 
says, " will restore to us clearness of aim and firmness of action." 
He recognizes the errors of the past, " aggressive and brutal nation- 

42 Stuttgart and Berlin, Cotta, 19 19. 

43 F. Meinecke, Preussen und Deutschland im 10. und 20. Jahrhundert : His- 
torische und Politische Aufsatze (Munich and Berlin, R. Oldenbourg, 1918). See 
above, p. 266. 

4 * See his eulogy of Ranke, ibid., p. 113. 

45 Nach der Revolution : Geschichtliche Betrachtungen uber unsere Tags 
(Munich and Berlin, R. Oldenbourg, 1920). 
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alism", "the intoxication of power". He would have the nation 
forsake its errors and face seriously. the duties of the future. "A 
misfortune ", he says, " is more fitted to instruct the people than a 
happy victory." " We deny nothing of the past ", he says, also, 
" but we do not shut ourselves up in it, and we look forward ! " 
Urging his people to forget the past of Bismarck, which is gone 
forever, he would have them devote all their efforts to the organiza- 
tion of the democracy, and he does not even shrink from a reason- 
able socialism. " If the Germans ", he says, "succeed in organizing 
in their country a rational socialism, they will exert an influence, by 
attraction, in other nations." But above all Professor Meinecke 
preaches a return to the liberal traditions of the great Germans of 
the past. " The most important task to-day ", he says, " is to realize 
at last the aspirations of the German idealists and Prussian reform- 
ers of a hundred years ago, and to cause even the lowest strata of 
the people to be permeated by that civil virtue (Staatsethos) which 
flows from the moral liberty of the individual." 

During the war there were many polemics between historians 
favoring force and liberal historians leaning to moderate measures 
and conciliation. This controversy crystallized for a time about two 
names, those of Dietrich Schaf er, the fiery nationalist historian, and 
Hans Delbriick, editor of the Preussische Jahrbucher, who opposed 
with all his might the Pan-German doctrines. Another historian, 
Professor Gustav Wolf, wishing to set forth in historical fashion the 
origin of this conflict has written a book on the subject, Dietrich 
Schaf er und Hans Delbriick.™ It is a kind of history of the his- 
torical movement called kleindeutsch, of which Treitschke is the 
most authoritative representative. The work, it is true, has nothing 
new to teach, but it has a documentary value in that it reveals the 
mentality of most of the German historians during the war. 

We prefer the purely scientific work which Professor Moriz 
Ritter has devoted to Die Entvnckelung der Geschichtswissenschaft 
an den fiihrenden Werken betrachtet. 47 As a matter of fact all the 
great historians do not find a place; Ritter has chosen especially 
those who have contributed something new, or who have had a sys- 
tem, or at least general ideas. So, to speak only of the most impor- 
tant, he has devoted chapters to Thucydides, Aristotle and his 
Politics, Polybius, St. Augustine and his City of God, Machiavelli, 

46 G. Wolf, Dietrich Sch'dfer und Hans Delbriick : Nationale Ziele der Deut- 
schen Geschichtschreibung seit der Fransosischen Revolution (Gotha, Perthes, 
1918). 

47 Munich and Berlin, R. Oldenbourg, 1919. 
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some historians of the Renaissance and of the seventeenth century, 
then Montesquieu, Voltaire, Adam Smith, Gibbon, Niebuhr, Ranke, 
Burckhardt, and Lamprecht. The idea which inspired Dr. Ritter's 
work is easily seen from these names. He gives the preference to 
synthetic historians rather than to narrators. That being the case, 
one asks why his gallery does not contain Guizot, Tocqueville, and 
Fustel de Coulanges. We cannot think that Dr. Ritter is prejudiced 
against French historical science of the nineteenth century, although 
he makes the statement that if in the preceding centuries Italy, Eng- 
land, and France held the primacy in history, that primacy to-day 
belongs to Germany. This is not the opinion of Professor F. M. 
Fling, who said in 1905 at a meeting of the American Historical 
Association: "The French have displaced the Germans in the his- 
torical world and now hold the primacy."* 8 

Such was also the opinion of Jacob Burckhardt, who, although 
he owed his historical education to Germany, recognized as masters 
the great French and English historians, especially Gibbon. " In 
history ", he was wont to say, " only essentials should be emphasized, 
and the essential can often be said in a few pages." He proved it 
himself, by his historical works, which are all short and rich in sub- 
stance. He proved it especially by his essays and lectures, the 
most remarkable of which were collected on the occasion of his cen- 
tenary in 1918. 48 The most diverse subjects are there treated: the 
Country of the Phaeacians in Homer, the Services rendered to Sci- 
ence by the Greeks, the Culinary Art of the Greeks, Pythagoras, 
Dion Chrysostom, Rome under Gregory the Great, Byzantium in the 
Tenth Century, Demetrius, Rembrandt, Dutch Genre Painting, Van 
Dyck, the Letters of Madame de Sevigne, Napoleon according to the 
most Recent Sources, etc. . Each of these essays is a marvellous piece 
of history, admirably concise as only Jacob Burckhardt could make 
it, with his sound erudition, his sagacity, and his great historical in- 
sight. I may add that on the occasion of this anniversary two pro- 
fessors of the University of Basel, Karl Joel and Emil Diirr, pub- 
lished two studies of their teacher, the first Jacob Burckhardt als 
Geschichtsphilosoph,™ in which the attempt is made to reveal the 
guiding thoughts of his work, the second Freiheit und Macht bei 
Jacob Burckhardt,^ in which we are shown how foreign to the mind 

*8 Am. Hist. Rev., XI. $cj (1906). 

« Jacob Burckhardts Vortr'dge, 1844-1887, im Auftrage der Historischen und 
Antiquarischen Gesellschaft zu Basel herausgegeben von Emil Diirr (Basel, Bruno 
Schwabe, 191 8). 

so Basel, Helbing und Lichtenhahn, 1918. 
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of this individualist, educated in a little republic of liberal spirit and 
solid culture, was the concept of the Obrigkeitsstaat held by the 
majority of German historians. Jacob Burckhardt indeed main- 
tained that liberty was intimately bound up with the existence of 
small states or states grouped in a federation. 

I have reserved for the end of this study the publications of a 
general historical character or those forming parts of collections. 
In the first category I shall simply mention the ninth volume of 
Theodor Lindner's Weltgeschichte and the seventh volume of Pro- 
fessor Alfred Stern's Geschichte Europas, both of which have been 
the object of reviews in this journal. 52 The same is true of the fifth 
and last volume of Johannes Dierauer's Geschichte der Schweizer- 
ischen Eidgenossenschaft, 53 which forms a part of the collection 
Geschichte der Europdischen Staaten. This general history of 
Switzerland, the most complete and scientific that we have, has met 
with deserved success. The first two volumes have been reprinted 
for the third time, and the author, before his death, was able to re- 
vise and improve this new edition. In the same collection Professor 
Blok has added to his Geschichte der Niederlande a volume which 
extends to i79S- s4 

In the collection of Deutsche Landesgeschichten, edited by Arnim 
Tille, two new volumes have appeared, Geschichte von Mecklenburg, 
by Otto Vineuse, and Neuere Geschichte der Freien Hansestadt 
Hamburg, by Adolf Wohlwill. 65 These two monographs are written 
by local scholars who have devoted their lives to the study of the 
history of their native districts, and their work is complete and richly 
documented. Herr Vineuse traverses the history of the duchies of 
Mecklenburg from the earliest times to the revolution of 1918. His 
work is a corrective to the richly colored but partial picture of 
Treitschke, Altstdndisches Stillleben in Norddeutschland. Adolph 
Wohlwill's work on Hamburg treats in detail only the history of the 
revolutionary epoch and the occupation of the city by Napoleon. 
Having made a profound study of this period by researches carried 
on since 1875 in the archives of the Hanseatic towns, of Berlin, of 
Copenhagen, of Stockholm, of the Hague, and of Paris, he draws a 

B 2 T. Lindner, Weltgeschichte seit der Volkerwanderung, IX. (1916) ; A. 
Stern, Geschichte Europas seit den Vertr'dgen von 1815 bis sum Frankfurter Frie- 
den von 1871, VII. (1916). See Am. Hist. Rev., XXV. 103, XXIV. 680. 

53 Ibid., XXIV. 683. . 

** Geschichte der Niederlande, Band IV. (Gotha, Perthes, 1919). 

58 Deutsche Landesgeschichten : Geschichte von Mecklenburg (Gotha, Perthes, 
1920) ; Neuere Geschichte der Freien und Hansestadt Hamburg, insbesondere von 
1780 bis 1815 (ibid., 1914). 
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picture at once complete and vivid of the great maritime city, of its 
political, social, economic, intellectual, literary, and artistic life, dur- 
ing the troubled times of the revolutionary wars and the Continental 
blockade. An introduction of eighty pages sketches for us the life 
of Hamburg up to 1789, and a final chapter summarizes the history 
of the city from 181 5 to the present time. 

The collection of manuals entitled Grundriss der Geschichts- 
wissenschaft has been enriched by a new volume, Deutsche Ver- 
fassungsgeschichte vom 15. Jahrhundert bis zur Gegenwart, by Fritz 
Hartung ; 56 it is an excellent summary of the history of the political 
institutions of Germany from the end of the Middle Ages to the 
foundation of the Hohenzollern empire. It supplements happily 
other manuals of the same collection, for example that of Claudius 
von Schwerin, Deutsche Rechtsgeschichte, a second edition of which, 
considerably enlarged, appeared in 1915. Finally, Heinrich Sieve- 
king has published a second edition, revised and enlarged, of his 
Grundzuge der Neueren Wirtschaftsgeschichte vom 17. Jahrhundert 
bis zur Gegenwart, 57 which presents in its larger outlines the history 
of modern economic theories : mercantilism, free trade, the develop- 
ment of capitalism, and the evolution of European socialism from 
Saint-Simon to the present day. 

An interesting collection, begun since the war, is that of Perthes, 
Kleine Volker- und Landerkunde, which, however, does not embrace 
small countries alone, since China is included. The publisher's de- 
sign is to give an acquaintance with the countries not classed among 
the great world-powers and therefore less known. Up to the present 
time seven monographs have appeared : Ireland, by Julius Pokorny, 
Rumania, by Baron Otto von Dungern, Sweden, by Dr. Fritz Arn- 
heim, Poland, by Dr. E. Zivier, Turkey, by Dr. Achmed Emin, Bul- 
garia, by Dr. G. F. Kunzer, and China, by Dr. Eduard Erkes. 58 
These studies are at once geographical, historical, political, social, 
and economic. For each of them the house of Perthes has called 
upon a specialist, living in the country if possible and thoroughly 
acquainted with it. 

This rapid sketch will be sufficient, I think, to give an idea of. 
German historical activity during the war and in the year which has 
followed it. As I said at the beginning of this article, historical 
productivity in Germany has been retarded by the world-cataclysm ; 
it is none the less important. In intellectual fields Germany remains 

56 Leipzig, Teubner, 1914. 
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still a great productive country. Admirably equipped, thanks to her 
universities, models of organization, and to her multitudes of work- 
ers in all fields of thought, thanks to her seminaries, her great 
libraries, her laboratories, her scientific institutions which, like that 
of Lamprecht at Leipzig, for history, are unrivalled, thanks to her 
book industry, to her great encyclopaedic scientific collections, Ger- 
many offers immense resources. In the domain of history she may 
perhaps no longer boast of uncontested primacy, but at least her 
position is still very high. German historical science, which has so 
often taken the lead in new paths and which has been able to com- 
bine boldness of hypotheses with improved methods, exact control 
of sources, and the ingenious application of ideas, has too often 
strayed, before and during the war, toward a jealous and aggressive 
nationalism, which deprived history of its true nature and turned it 
aside from its scientific aim, making of it an instrument of political 
and national propaganda. History's function as teacher of nations 
and of life can nowise be questioned; historia magister vitae, said 
the Latin historian, and one cannot dissent from Professor Meinecke, 
for example, when he says that in his country it must work toward 
national recovery. But there are more ways than one to work 
toward that recovery, and any method which claims to make science 
serve utilitarian and egoistic ends is a bad method. Science should 
serve only the most irreproachable ends. It must not be employed 
to swell the pride of a people or to sustain extravagant pretensions 
to power and dominance in the world. This hypertrophy of national 
feeling, this madness of the " will to power " have worked only too 
much harm to German historical science. It is time for it to be set 
free from them and to return to the pure, idealistic traditions which 
formerly gave it its strength and its greatness. By such courses it 
will be assured of power to create work of permanent worth, the 
Trifxa «s da celebrated by the Greek historian. 

Antoine Guilland. 



